
 

 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations to our Berkeley students 

who were selected as 2009-2010 McNair 

Scholars.  The McNair Scholars Program is 

an intensive research program that pre-

pares selected Berkeley undergraduates 

for graduate study in Ph.D. programs in a 

wide variety of disciplines. The main pur-

pose of the program is to increase the 

number of students from underrepre-

sented backgrounds in various positions of 

higher education.  To reach this goal, the 

Berkeley McNair Scholars Program pro-

vides the rare opportunity for undergradu-

ates to train for graduate level research.  

Beginning in the Spring semester, students 

attend weekly seminars to receive training 

in the basic preparations for their research 

project.  During the summer, students 

work closely with UC Berkeley faculty 

mentors and McNair staff in a variety of 

research activities, including the comple-

tion of an in-depth research paper.  Schol-

ars then present their projects at the an-

nual Berkeley McNair research symposium.  

During the following fall semester, scholars 

prepare and submit their research papers 

for publication in the Berkeley McNair Re-

search Journal.  Selected scholars also have 

the opportunity to present their work at 

other research conferences, namely: Dela-

van, Wisconsin, National McNair Research 

Conference; Texas National McNair Schol-

ars Research Conference; University of 

Maryland McNair Research Conference; 

University of Puerto Rico at Humacao 

McNair Research Symposium; Southeast-

ern Association of Educational Opportunity 

Program Personnel (SAEOPP) McNair/SSS 

Scholars Research Conference, Atlanta, 

GA. 

2009 -2010 MCNAIR SCHOLARS 

McNair Scholars, 300 strong, converge at Berkeley to showcase their research  

Sociology major Livier Gutierrez  

     August 2009.  

BERKELEY, California  

ñ Berkeley senior 

Livier Gutierrez viv-

idly recalls the circum-

stances under which 

her current research 

interest was born. It 

was May 1, 2006, and  
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McNair Scholars Program 

------- 

Maria Elizabeth Chavez 

Emotional Expression and Ma-

chismo: Attitudes Among Second-

Generation Mexican-American 

and First-Generation Mexican-

Immigrant Men 

Mentor: Rodolfo Mendoza-

Denton, Ph.D. 

Department of Psychology 

 

Brytanee Brown 

West Oakland: A Communityõs 

Response to Food Injustice 

Mentor: Robert Allen, Ph.D. 

Department of African Ameri-

can Studies 

------- 

Kristen Bryant 

The Role of Consumption in Con-

structing the Moral Identity of a 

òParentó 

Mentor: Juan Francisco Esteva 

Martinez 

Hector Gutierrez 

Beyond the Binary: Constructing 

Notions of Legality in a Time of 

ôIllegalõ Migration and Economic 

Recession in the Bay Area Day 

Labor Market 

Mentor: Victoria Robinson, 

Ph.D. 

Department of Ethnic Studies 

 

 

 

 

 Continued on page 3 

Letter From Berkeley McNair Director, Dr. Harold H. Campbell, Ph.D. 

Meet our 2010 Published McNair Authors, Mentors, & Research Area 

McNair Alum Dr. Rochelle Brock  

 Rochelle 

Brock is 

an Assis-

tant Pro-

fessor in 

the School of Education at 

Indiana University Northwest.  

Professor Brock is also an U.C. 

Berkeley alum and part of the 

first McNair Scholars Cohort 

at Cal.  Professor Brock re-

ceived her doctorate in Cur-

riculum & Instruction from 

Pennsylvania State University.  
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Our Former McNair/

Current Ph.D. Scholars 
 
Gabriel A. Bolton, Ph.D.  

Bioengineering  

Cal Institute of Technology  

May 2005 

 

Melina Bersamin, Ph.D.  

Philosophy, Human 

Development  

University of California, 

Davis 

June 2001 

 

Rochelle Brock, Ph.D.  

Curriculum and Instruction  

Penn State University  

August 1999  

 

Julie M. Cooper, Ph.D.  

Rhetoric  

University of California, 

Berkeley  

December 2003  

 

Dezba G. Coughlin, Ph.D.  

Bioengineering  
University of California, 

Berkeley  

December 2005  

 

Jessica R. Dalesandro, Ph.D. 

Education  

University of California, 

Berkeley  

December 2007  

 

Angelina Dayton, Ed.D.  

Educational Administration  

University of Pacific  

August 2009  

 

Gerardo Dominguez, Ph.D.  

Physics 

University of California, 

Berkeley  

May 2005 

 

Sophal Ear, Ph.D.  

Political Science  

University of California, 

Berkeley  

May 2006 

 

Francisco J. Femenia, Ph.D.  

Chemical Engineering  

Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology  

June 2004 

 

Continued on page 3 
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òWe Are Proud Of Youó 

 

As I began to 

write this mes-

sage I was 

asked òwhat 

will be your 

themeó?  I 

spent a mo-

ment in 

thought and in short order, 

òWe Are Proud of Youó came 

to mind.  It was a popular 

chant among Upward Bound 

Programs in the 1980s.  I was 

an Upward Bound program 

Director then and it expressed 

very clearly how I felt about 

the students I worked with.  

Today, I canõt think of any 

other more accurate expres-

sion of how I feel about 

McNair Scholars.  I am proud 

of you!  However, not only am 

I proud of you, but all who 

come to know you and your 

stories are also proud of you.  

Those who donõt know you 

might ask why should we be 

proud of McNair Scholars?  

The answer to that question 

can be illuminated by the infor-

mation about McNair scholars 

individually and collectively 

presented in this volume. 

We are proud of McNair Schol-

ars because they are overcoming, 

achieving, and excelling.  They are 

overcoming many and varied per-

sonal challenges to attain their 

personal goals. They are achieving 

their educational goals, especially 

the earning of the Ph.D. degree, 

and contributing back to the 

academy.  They are excelling in 

their careers and making many 

contributions as researchers, 

educators, and productive citi-

zens.  These are the accomplish-

ments that we want to document, 

highlight, and share through the 

McNair Cal Alumni Network 

(MCAN). 

 

 Continued on page 9 

Professor Brock is the Execu-

tive Director of the Urban 

Teacher Education Program at 

Indiana University Northwest, 

a program that ensures that 

pre-service teachers are ex-

posed to the best practice in 

urban teaching, through the 

collaborative mentorship of 

school-based and university-

based faculty members.  Her 

latest book Sista Talk: The Per-

sonal and the Pedagogical by 

Peter Lang Publishing is an 

inquiry into the questions of 

how Black women define their 

existence in a society which 

devalues, dehumanizes, and 

silences their beliefs. Purchase 

a copy at a book store near 

you. 

 

Professor Brockõs story is not 

out of the ordinary, but it is 

very special.  Dr. Brock is a 

native of Akron, Ohio and the 

product of a very modest  

  

 Continued on page 4 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Livier A. Gutierrez Ruvalcaba  

Becoming a Latino Minuteman:  

Recruitment Strategies and a 

Shared Ideology 

Mentor: Percy Hintzen, Ph.D. 

Department of African Ameri-

can Studies 

------- 

Ashwak Sam Hauter  

òGlocaló Biomedicine: Reformulat-

ing Expertise and Epistemology in 

a Yemeni Hospital 

Mentor: Stefania Pandolfo, 

Ph.D. 

Department of Anthropology 

 

 

Fatima Luna 

The Structural and Cultural Fac-

tors that Shaped the Emergence 

of a Cultural 

Afro-Mestizo Identity in the 

Colectivo Maíz Negro (CMN) 

Mentor: Percy Hintzen, Ph.D. 

Department of African Ameri-

can Studies 

------- 

Karen R. Smith  

Case Closed: The Survival Strate-

gies of African American Mothers 

in Oakland Who Timed Off Cal-

Works 

Mentor: Julia F. Hastings, 

M.S.W., Ph.D. 

School of Social Welfare 

Dayo T. Spencer-Walters 

Relating Modernity, Conflict and 

Sexual Violence: Discourses of 

Violence Against Women in Post 

ðWar Sierra Leone 

Mentor: David Cohen, Ph.D. 

Department of Rhetoric and 

Department of Classics 

------- 

Scholar articles available to 

read on the University of Cali-

fornia, Berkeley McNair Schol-

ars Website.  
aap.berkeley.edu/2010_UCB_Mc
Nair_Journal.pdf  

was not a pro-immigrant 

activist like herself, how-

ever, but a Latino who had 

joined the controversial 

Minutemen, a militant nativ-

ist organization that patrols 

the U.S.-Mexico border to 

intercept undocumented 

immigrants coming from the 

South.  

Gutierrez knew that Latino 

opinion on immigration is 

divided. But a member of la 

immigrants across the 

county were taking to the 

streets to protest a pro-

posed federal law that 

would have raised penalties 

against undocumented im-

migrants. Riding in the car 

with her mother on their 

way to a rally, Gutierrez 

heard an immigration activ-

ist being interviewed by a 

popular Spanish-language 

radio host. The interviewee 

raza deciding not merely to 

oppose undocumented im-

migration but to join the 

Minutemen? "My sociologi-

cal imagination sparked," 

she says. There had to be a 

connection, she thought, 

between "seemingly imper-

sonal and remote historical 

forces and this individual's 

lifeé.  

 Continued on page 4 

Published McNair Authors, Mentors, & Research Area, continued from page 2 

Livier Gutierrez Article, continued from page 1 
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Our Former McNair/

Current Ph.D. Scholars 
 
Maria R. Flores, Ph.D.  

Modern Thought and 

Literature  

Stanford University  

January 2007 

 

Simmie L. Foster, Ph.D.  

Molecular and Cell Biology  

Yale University  

May 2008 

 

Duanna C. Fullwiley, Ph.D.  

Anthropology  

University of California, 

Berkeley  

June 2002 

 

Gloria Gonzalez, Ph.D.  

Sociology  

University of California, Los 

Angeles 

June 2007 

 

Sarah E. Gordon, Ph.D.  

Romance Languages and 
Literatures  

University of Washington  

May 2002 

 

Katherine Hijar, Ph.D.  

History  

John Hopkins University  

May 2009 

 

Orville I. Jackson, Ph.D.  

Psychology 

Harvard University  

September 2003  

 

Anastasia S. Kim, Ph.D.  

Psychology 

University of California, Los 

Angeles 

June 2001 

 

Brian M. Lawrence, Ph.D.  

Chemistry  

Harvard University  

September 2005  

 

Jene E. Lee, Ph.D. 

English 

Duke University  

August 2005  

 
 

 

 

Continued on page 4 

Cal McNair Alum Jeannie Celestial - Attending to Unfinished Business  

Cal McNair  Bul le t in 

òI didnõt want 

to look back 

five years from 

now and re-

gret not having 

achieved this 

lifelong goal. I 

am doing this 

for myself, for my people, and 

for my future children.ó  

Jeannie just completed her first 

year at Palo Alto University 

(formerly Pacific Graduate 

School of Psychology) in the 

Clinical Psychology PhD pro-

gram. 

Currently, Jeannie is taking the 

summer off to travel, study 

Spanish, and catch up with 

family and friends. Next year, 

she will begin working with Dr. 

Amy Wisniewskiõs cross-

cultural issues and neuropsy-

chology research group.  She 

plans on specializing in neuro-

psychology and advancing cul-

tural competency. 

Jeannie talks about how she 

gained experience in the coun-

seling psychology field for two 

years before starting a Master 

of Social Work Program. òI 

lived and worked in Japan for 

one year then practiced social 

work and therapy for almost 8 

years before entering a PhD 

program. I donõt regret the 

work and life experience that I 

have under my belt. See the 

world, do what you love, and 

follow your heart.ò   

In talking about her journey 

through the McNair seminar, 

 Continued on page 5 



 

 

 

 

 
 McNair Alum Dr. Rochelle Brock, Moving on to Higher Heights, continued from Page 2 

 

Livier Gutierrez Article, continued from page 3 

three-hour one-on-one inter-

view conducted in Los Ange-

les.  

Selected portions of the Livier 

Gutierrez Article is reprinted 

with permission from Cathy 

Cockrell, U.C. Berkeley 

NewsCenter.  For a complete 

version of the Gutierrez article 

see berkeley.edu/news/media/

releases/2009/08/12_mcnair.shtml  

   

"Someone should study this 
to understand why this was 

happening," Gutierrez recalls 

thinking. But it didn't occur to 

her, she says, that that some-

one "could be me" ñ not, at 

least, "until McNair."  é Un-

der the aegis of the McNair 

program, Gutierrez turned her 

curiosity about Latino Minute-

men into an ambitious socio-

logical study relying on three 

sources of data ñ news arti-

cles, YouTube videos, and a 

Page 4 

Our Former McNair/

Current Ph.D. Scholars 
 
Tinh Luong, Ph.D.  

Biology  

California Institute of 

Technology  

May 2010 

 

Susan A Miller, Ph.D.  

Sociology  

University of California, 

Davis 

June 2003 

 

Griselda Mora, Ph.D.  

Sociology  

Princeton University  

September 2009  

 

Vinh V. Ngo, Ph.D.  

Nuclear Engineering  

University of California, 

Berkeley  

December 2004  

 

Joseph G. Nugent, Ph.D.  

English 

University of California, 

Berkeley  

December 2004  

 

Liang Y. Ooi, Ph.D.  

Cell and Developmental 

Biology  

Harvard University  

May 2008 

 

Thu D. Pham, Ph.D.  

Psychology 

Northwestern University  

December 2005  

 

Emmett G. Price, Ph.D.  

Music 

University of Pittsburgh  

June 2000 

 

Christopher L. Reyes, 

Ph.D. 

Molecular and Cell 

Biology  

University of California, 

San Francisco 

June 2001 

 

Continued on page 5 
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family.  Her mother was a maid  

and her father worked for 

Goodyear. She has three sis-

ters ð one younger and two 

older.  She graduated from 

high school in 1975, then from 

U.C. Berkeley in 1993. 

Dr. Brock attended Berkeley 

as a reentry student in her 

early 30s.  Excited about 

school, Dr. Brock recalls being 

very òdetermined to take full 

advantage of everything Berke-

ley had to offer.ó   

Reflection on her McNair days, 

Dr. Brock remembers those 

good times.  òWe had a close 

cohortñespecially because we 

were the first McNair scholars at 

Berkeley. I remember working on 

the statement of purpose and the 

GRE workshops we had. We 

didnõt have a designated McNair 

space, so I remembered our GRE 

workshops in this awful dark 

space. Although it was not the 

best place for a workshop, we 

were all so excited about being in 

the program, we made it work. It 

was a busy summer with the re-

search we were doing, but I re-

member so much support from 

people working with the program 

that everything seemed doable. I 

remember a great barbecue at 

Gracieõs house at the end of the 

summer.ó  

Times have really changed since 

Dr. Brockõs journey through the 

McNair Program in 1993.  òI 

was the Plenary speaker at the 

symposiumñthere were about 

50 people in attendance, includ-

ing one or maybe two other 

California schools.ó  18 years 

later the symposium features 

some 49 universities and col-

leges and over 350 participants.  

The McNair Program has given 

Dr. Brock some important tools 

that have been absolutely  

  

 

 Continued on page 7 

allowed her to discover that she 

just loves talking to people. òI 

feel like doing research gives me 

an excuse to be into peopleõs 

lives and interact with them on 

an entirely different level.  I see 

it as a beautiful opportunity.ó  

Priscilla was nervous in the be-

ginning but settled down.  By the 

end of the seminar things were 

falling into place.  At the begin-

ning òit seemed like doing re-

search would be impossible, but 

I am actually interviewing people 

and going through the research  

 Continued on page 10 

being living out her purpose.  

Seeing Professor Ananya Roy 

on stage talking about all these 

relevant issues, made me want 

to be just like her, because it 

just seemed like she brought 

so much relevance, grace and 

beauty to the stage and I 

wanted that for myself.  I just 

love the idea of people who 

live out their purpose, their 

passions, at the same time in-

fluencing other people in a 

positive way.ò   

Priscilla explains participating 

in the McNair program has 

will be attending UCF this Sep-

tember, something big sister is 

very excited about.  Priscilla has 

found her love and passion in 

research, and she can definitely 

see herself as a University pro-

fessor and author one day.   

òThe idea of becoming a college 

professor was something that 

really moved me; because one of 

the life changing moments for 

me here at Cal happened while 

taking Professor Ananya Royõs 

Global Poverty 115 class.  I just 

fell in love with her as a profes-

sor and seeing her as this human 

PRISCILLA ANKRAH  

13 years ago 

Priscilla and 

her family 

moved from 

Ghana, West 

Africa to the 

United States.  

Priscilla graduate from Dia-

mond Ranch High School in 

2006, and was admitted to 

U.C. Berkeley as a freshman.  

She has a younger sister age 

16, and an older brother that 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRGJHPe__io


 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Racquel Baker Shares her Short and Long Term Goals 

The Professor & his Grad Student 
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Our Former McNair/

Current Ph.D. Scholars 
 
Lorraine E. Sadler, Ph.D.  

Physics 

University of California, 

Berkeley  

December 2006  

 

Tasha R. Smith, Ph.D.  

Education  

Stanford University  

January 2003 

 

Tony Sui, Ph.D.  

Chemistry  

Columbia University  

October 2003  

 

Laura R. Talamante, 

Ph.D. 

History  

University of California, 

Los Angeles  

June 2003 

 

Jing Y. Tsu, Ph.D. 

East Asian Languages and 

Civilization  

Harvard University  

June 2001 

 

Elizabeth Wilcut, Ph.D.  

Physics 

California Institute of 

Technology  

June 2009 

 

Allan M. Wong, Ph.D.  

Genetics and 

Development  

Columbia University  

February 2005  

 

Simona M. Yee, Ph.D.  

German  

University of California, 

Berkeley  

May 1999 

 

òPiled Higher and Deeperó 

originally published 

06/23/10 by Jorge Chan 

www.phdcomics.com 

Jeannie Celestial Article, continued from page 3 

Cal McNair  Bul le t in 

Jeannie says, she was 

òaccepted into the summer 

research program in 1995, as 

an alternate.ó When she heard 

the good news, Jeannie was 

volunteering in the Philippines. 

She volunteered as long as she 

could, but eventually made her 

way to Berkeley.  Jeannie re-

calls having to play catch-up 

when she finally joined her 

McNair cohort. òBecause I 

came into the program late, I 

had to find a research topic 

and a research mentor quickly. 

My McNair advisor, Professor 

Jere Takahashi and Michael 

Omi suggested that I do a pilot 

study that I could expand upon 

the following school year. I 

chose a research topic that 

addressed a social concern: 

teenage motherhood among 

Filipina Americans. I did ex-

pand that project during my 

senior year, and it was the 

 

A Southern 

California 

native, Rac-

quel gradu-

ated from 

Inglewood 

High School 

in 2006, and 

was admitted to U.C. Berkeley as 

a freshman.  Racquel credits for-

mer McNair Scholar and friend 

Mahasan Chaney with introduc-

ing her to the McNair Scholars 

Program. I remember saying, 

òWow, that sounds cool, you are 

going to get paid to do your own 

research.ó 

After a few more conversations 

questions and trying to figure 

out what she wanted to find 

out were some of her more 

difficult challenges.  òI had so 

many ideas, and I did not 

know how to articulate them 

all. Obtaining CPHS approval 

and the literature review 

process were other difficult 

aspects of her project.  òIt 

was like learning a new lan-

guage.  The literature review 

drove me crazy.  Having to 

find 30 relevant articles and 

going back and putting them 

all together seemed impossi-

ble at the time.  Racquel  

 Continued on page 10 

and an info sessions, Racquel 

applied.   

As a Media Studies major, Rac-

quelõs project looks at Twitter.   

Racquelõs research seeks to 

find out how Twitter users 

negotiate their online and off-

line interpersonal interaction 

and how these users perceive 

communicating on Twitter ver-

sus face to face contact.  Rac-

quel uses in-depth interviews 

to investigate her research 

question.   

The research process was not 

a walk in the park.  Racquel had 

a few bumps in the road.  Nar-

rowing down her interview 

basis for my senior honors 

thesis in sociology.ó Reflecting 

on her family background, 

Jeannie says, òmy parents im-

migrated to the US from the 

Philippines in the 1960s. I was 

born in the Pacific islands and 

grew up in northern California. 

My parents did not attend col-

lege in the US, so my sister 

and I had to navigate higher 

education in America on our 

 Continued on page 7 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A LITTLE FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

 

U.C. Berkeley Alum Dr. Sophal Ear 

1985.  Dr. Ear attended Berke-

ley High School, graduating in 

1991 at the age of 16. He  

graduated from U.C. Berkeley in 

1995, with double honors in 

Economics and Political Science.    

Dr. Ear goes on to talk about 

how they were, òdirt poor.ó  é 

òThe very idea of Christmas was 

to haul from the garage a plastic 

Christmas tree and to decorate 

it with some pathetic lights. We 

had few if any ornaments, much 

less gifts to put underneath the 

tree. But material things though 

nice are impermanent. It was 

her love that mattered and she 

gave us more than we needed in 

her 73 years of life. She, refer-

ring to his mother never once 

believed that cutting school 

short to work made sense. She 

believed in education, and for 

her, education was not only 

about making money, it was 

about learning how to think. 

This, from a woman who had 

seven years of schooling in her 

life but ended-up speaking five 

languages: Khmer, Cantonese, 

Vietnamese, French, and Eng-

lish.ò 

Dr. Ear was part of the 1994 

McNair Cohort, where he ma-

jored in Economics and Political 

Science.  With the help of his 

faculty mentor, Professor Alain 

de Janvery, Dr. Earõs research 

focused on the economic devel-

opment of Cambodia between 

1953-1970.   

The McNair Scholars Program 

was a given for Dr. Ear.  He re-

members always entertaining the 

idea of getting his Ph.D.  Says 

Dr. Ear, òI felt it would fulfill a 

dream of mine to reach the pin-

nacle of formal education. It 

would also be a good credential 

to have working in international 

development, which I ended-up 

doing for several years before 

and while I was doing the Ph.D.ò 

 Dr. Ear recalls his journey 

through the program as being a 

òwonderful opportunity to pre-

sentó his research. òIt was really 

heart-warming to see faculty 

from the Econ department  

 

  

 Continued on page 8 

Prof. Ear was a Post-Doctoral 

Fellow at the Maxwell School 

of Syracuse University. He has 

consulted for the World Bank, 

the Asian Development Bank, 

and was an Assistant Resident 

Representative for the United 

Nations Development Pro-

gramme in East Timor during 

2002-2003. Also a graduate of 

Princeton, he moved to the 

United States from France as a 

Cambodian refugee at the age 

of 10. 

Dr. Ear was born in Phnom 

Penh, Cambodia, and is the 

youngest of five kids, two of 

whom still live in France.  A 

sixth, his oldest sibling has 

been missing since 1975, after 

the Khmer Rouge took over 

Cambodia. His late mother 

escaped Cambodia by outwit-

ting the Khmer Rouge and the 

Vietnamese communists. She 

saved her life and her five chil-

drenõs lives after her husband 

died of malnutrition and dysen-

tery. The family ended-up in 

Vietnam for two years and 

then France for seven years. 

They arrived in America in 

Page 6 

 

 

 
 

 

òPiled Higher and 

Deeperó originally 

published 06/28/10 by 

Jorge Chan 

www.phdcomics.com 
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Courtesy of TED.com 

Sophal Ear is an Assistant 

Professor of National Secu-

rity Affairs at the U.S. Naval 

Postgraduate School (NPS) in 

Monterey, California, where 

he teaches courses on post-

conflict reconstruction and 

the political economy of Asia.  

Prof. Ear graduated from 

U.C. Berkeley and is a proud 

member of the 2nd cohort of 

McNair Scholars at Cal. A 

TED Fellow who also spoke 

at the Oslo Freedom Forum 

2010, he has just completed 

a book manuscript on aid 

dependence and democracy 

in Cambodia. He has contrib-

uted to New York Times, the 

Wall Street Journal, 

CNN.com, and other news 

outlets. Prior to joining NPS, 



 

 

 

 

 
 McNair Alum Keshia Hicks on Her Ph.D. Journey  

Rosa Bravo Talks About Getting Into a Graduate Program 

research questions, how to 

write a literature review, dif-

ferent types of qualitative re-

search. I felt more prepared 

for some parts of graduate 

school because of the research 

I did as a McNair scholar.ó  

Third, it taught her time man-

agement. òMcNair did a great 

job of helping us learn the im-

portance of making a plan and 

then working that plan.ó  Fi-

nally, McNair taught her pride. 

òPride in who I was and what I 

could accomplish was one of 

the most important things I 

received from the program. I 

was proud to say I was a 

McNair Scholar because we 

worked hard to get into the 

program and we worked hard 

while in the program. We 

were supported in our re-

search and we were also made  

to take our research and think-

ing to the next level.ó Dr. Brock 

was asked, òwhat advice can 

you give to students interested  

 Continued on page 8 

 

critical to her academic suc-

cess.  First, òstay focused. 

McNair taught me the value of 

staying focused on the big as 

well as the small goalsñseeing 

them through to fruition and 

not giving up.ó  Second, 

McNair taught her òhow to 

research. This helped me out 

at Cal but more so in grad 

school. I entered Penn State 

with some basic knowledge on 

research. How to develop my 
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Dr. Rochelle Brock, continued from Page 4 

Cal McNair  Bul le t in 

Rosa was 

born in 

Mexico, 

but grew 

up in 

Salinas, 

California with her parents and 

younger brothers.  Rosa gradu-

ated from North Monterey 

County High School in 2005, 

and was admitted U.C. Berkeley 

as a freshman.  She graduated 

from U.C. Berkeley in 2010, 

with a double major, psychol-

ogy and sociology.  Rosa was 

accepted into the Masters pro-

gram at U.C. Berkeley School 

of Social Work and will attend 

this upcoming fall.  Her McNair 

research project focused on 

her Salinas, California commu-

nity, where Rosa studied Mexi-

can immigrant families and 

parentõs ability to assist their 

children promoting academic 

excellence.  Rosa explains her 

love for psychology and sociol-

ogy and how it connected to 

her research and her long term 

goals. 

 
òSociology allowed me not only 

to analyze my subjects, but it 

also put things in a bigger social 

context.  I loved being able to  

 Continued on page 10 

Jeannie Celestialñ

continued from page 5  

own. My mother  did, how-

ever, achieve her doctor of 

dentistry degree in the Philip-

pines but never was able to 

practice in this country.   

As a McNair Scholar Jeannie 

believes the following are 

critical to success in graduate 

school: First, òstudents from 

diverse backgrounds bring 

interesting and vital contribu-

tions to the academic set-

ting.ó 

 

Second, ògoing to Berkeley 

and being a McNair scholar 

instilled in me the impor-

tance of self-advocacy and 

building a network of sup-

port.ó 

 

Third, òstudy something that 

is your passion.ó 

 

Fourth, òa linear path to a 

goal (e.g. getting your PhD) is 

not the only way. Whatõs 

important is your personal 

journey. The process is just 

as important as the product. 

Honor your process.ó 

 

Fifth, òself-care is non-

negotiable. I started having 

terrible lower back pain dur-

ing my undergrad research 

work. As a current doctoral 

student, I do yoga and exer-

cise regularly, have a strong 

spiritual practice, eat health-

ily, and make time for family 

and friends. Balancing work 

and play increases my pro-

ductivity, creativity, and joy.ó 

 

Go for it! Go Bears!  

òWhen I was 

in community 

college, I iden-

tified my ca-

reer goal to 

be a tenure 

track college 

professor and Iõve been work-

ing toward that goal since 

2000.ó  After obtaining her MA 

degree in Africana Studies a 

few short years ago from Cor-

nell University, Keshia will be 

attending Bowling Green Uni-

versity this Fall pursuing her 

Ph.D. in American Cultures.    

Born in San Leandro, California 

and a Northern California na-

tive, Keshia Hicks transferred 

to Cal as a sophomore from 

Laney Community College in 

2002.  Her exposure to the 

McNair Program was based on 

her relationship with a very 

close friend from Laney Com-

munity College, who was ad-

mitted to Cal a year ahead of 

her.  So her friend told Keshia 

everything she needed to do, 

including resources and how 

to position herself to get into 

Cal.  When Keshia came in 

2002, she already knew to ap-

ply to the McNair Scholars 

Program. 

According to Keshia, the 

McNair Program has helped 

her greatly in her pursuit for a 

Ph.D. program.  Keshia says 

every McNair program is not 

ran the same.  òI went to Cor-

nell University and earned my 

MA in Africana Studies.  I was 

one of seven students in my 

cohort, but there was only one 

other McNair Scholar, but our 

programs were very different.  

His program was more presen-

tation based.  He would go to 

 Continued on page 9 
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from page 6  

there, Paul Ruud in particular  

who was not my advisor, but  

someone elseõs.ó  The sum-

mer long seminar brought 

back, ògreat memories. They 

were full of interesting ex-

changes and learning: GRE 

preparation and talk of how to 

do research, etcé I couldnõt 

have done so well on the GRE 

without that prep.ó 

Dr. Ear remembers his 

McNair Research Project as a 

òlabor of love. é I was al-

ready doing two honors the-

ses, one for economics, the 

other for political science, and 

the McNair research project 

was an extension of the econ 

thesis which I had completed 

first. So in some ways, it al-

lowed me to return to that 

work and extend it, which I 

did. It was a great opportunity 

to delve even deeper into the 

Cambodian economy of yester-

year.ó In his preface, Dr. Ear 

wrote, òI hope that if you con-

clude anything at all upon read-

ing this thesis, it is this: more 

needs to be written on the 

Cambodian economy.ó  

Dr. Ear provides five things he 

learned as a McNair Scholar 

that he believes was absolutely 

critical to his success in gradu-

ate school.  First, he learned 

how to write his first journal 

article as a McNair Scholar.  

Second, he learned that learning 

is a journey and that, even if a 

PhD is the pinnacle of formal 

academic degrees, you never 

stop learning.  Third, he learned 

how to think, not what to think 

in the process of becoming a 

McNair Scholar. Fourth, he 

learned that Jeffersonõs dictum 

that universities òare based on 

the illimitable freedom of the 

human mind é for here we are 

not afraid to follow truth wher-

ever it may lead, nor to toler-

ate any error so long as reason 

is left free to combat itó ap-

plies.  Last, but not least, he 

learned that being an academic 

is a reward to itself; òI get to re-

search what I feel passionate about 

and this is the kind of freedom I 

could only dream of working in 

international development (which, 

while sexy and fun when I got to 

ride on the Concorde, is still about 

carrying water for someone else).ó   

Dr. Ear advice on pursuing gradu-

ate studies is to òfind a topic on 

which you are passionate. Doing a 

PhD is like being on a date with 

your computer every night for the 

next several years. Youõve got to 

love it.ó   

Dr. Earõs continues on by listing 

five things students must do to 

succeed at undergraduate re-

search, as well as research at the 

graduate and professional level.  At 

the undergraduate level: learn to 

write, count, and think. I mean it. 

At the graduate level: Be passion-

ate about your research; thereõs 

nothing worse than being on a bad 

date for five years, God forbid, six 

or seven years, with your com-

puter. 

At the PhD level: Lifeõs too short 

not to do what you love; academia 

might be right for you or it might 

not be right for you.  As a profes-

sor of mine at Princeton 

once told me òwanting the 

PhD degree for its own sake 

isnõt going to cut it after two 

or three years, thereõs got to 

be more to drive you to the 

finish line.ó  

At the professional level: A 

tenured friend at Syracuse, 

where I did my postdoc, 

once told me that when I 

start as an Assistant Profes-

sor to go to faculty meetings, 

nod, but really say nothing, 

and to go back to my office 

and continue working on my 

research.  Go Bears! 

 

Disclaimer: "Material con-

tained herein is made avail-

able for the purpose of peer 

review and discussion and 

does not necessarily reflect 

the views of the Department 

of the Navy or the Depart-

ment of Defense.ó 

Graduate Student Tutors  

 

We want to take this opportu-

nity to thank our Graduate Stu-

dent Tutors for their dedication, 

commitment, and enthusiasm. 

They have challenged and en-

couraged our students, and 

through their dedication to re-

search and teaching act as role 

models to all the McNair Schol-

ars. Thank you! 

 

George Barginier  

Dr. Nathaniel Dumas, Ph.D. 

Jordan Gonzales 

Joshua Eng 

Alma Granado 

Sherrie Gallipeau 

 

Go Bears! 

 

Dr. Brock Story, contin-

ued from page 7  

 

in pursuing graduate studies in 

the Educational or any field of 

study?ó Dr. Brock says, to 

òapply to a program that has a 

professor you want to study 

with because of their re-

search. This is done in the 

sciences, but in education 

people think all education 

programs are alike. If you are 

radical in your thinking you 

want to attend a graduate 

program that takes a very 

critical look at education. If 

you are a conservative person 

you would be very unhappy 

and angry in a program with 

professors that are liberal or 

radical in their thinking or in 

their research. You need to 

find programs that fit youñ

maybe not completely because 

you grow and change in gradu-

ate school. But they at least 

need to fit the essence of who 

you are.ó 

Dr. Brock closes with a short 

conversation on how she found 

her niche in her discipline and 

area of study.  òI believe in my 

research and I believe in the 

importance of what I am doing 

preparing teachers to work in 

urban areas. I used what I was 

passionate aboutñBlack and 

Brown childrenñand created 

my line of research around that 

passion. é I am still trying to 

find answers to the academic 

achievement of òminorityó stu-

dents.   I believe in the African 

concept of communalism and 

because of that belief I am 

forced to make sure I do eve-

rything I can to insure the suc-

cess of all members of my com-

munity.ó  Go Bears! 

 

Dr. Rochelle Brock, Sista Talk: The 
Personal and the Pedagogical by 

Peter Lang Publishing. 
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